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WELCOME BACK, 
МЕ, STARK! THIS 
PLACE'S BEEN 
FALLIN’ TO 


те СООР ТО 
HAVE YOUR УМ 
HAND BACK IN 

CONTROL! 


FACT IS, (T'S GREAT 
TO BE BACK: 

DETERMINED TO 

PULL STARK INDUSTRIE 
сит СЕ 4,2 NOSE- 


VE! 


THANKS, TOM 
MLL OF YOU! 


/ፖ/ቋ SAID ALL YG THINGS ARE 
BUT THE SUMMATION OF ALL 
LITTLE THINGS... [ | 


< 
THUS YOUR REORGANIZATION | 
BEGINS FIRST WITH THE SCRAPE 

OF MOVING FURNITURE AND 

THE BANGING OF PYUCTORE 


YOUR LIPS CURL AT 
YOUR SMALL РИМ, YES, 
YOU'VE FOUND TIME 


АМР 72 BASK IN THE 


же LOVE OF A 


WE'RE GONNA 3 
BE BACK ON መጋው- 
EFFECTIVE: 
wow!’ 


FOR ONCE YOU FEEL 
PROUD ТО ВЕ A МАМ 
ОҒ "METTLE". 


YES, CLAIRE. PLEASE HAVE 
ALL REGIONAL АМР 
INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORS 


DIRECTIONS! 


боор Фау 
TO YOU, SIR. 


YES, IT'S А BRAND Ж ESPECIALLY 
| МАТ у ሪ у 


INDUSTRIES 4 
BACK FR 


есе? NE-- PLEASE -- 
TONY! IT WAS MORE 
THAN &9;2-- 


је 


Мури WERE 


w — 


Жз €< 


2 > чы 
44 \ ኒኣኣ 
| ሪራ. 
/ 
CROKE -- 
` 


„Те OKAY, 1 I CAN'T YOU'VE НАС QUITE А АСА 
[በረ ISA FOR BENG 1847 WITH 
202 < 


(> 
КА 
2 те ሯፎርሪለላ--ኝ 
е MVENGERS 
ДИ MANSIONS 


I'VE НАР ТО 
MOLD ል 
иги 


MESH CEST- 
PLATE -- 


MY 
CIRCUITS 
-- SINCE BETTER 
уомт-- FIREBRAND MELTED 
ESCAPE! THROUGH MY 
0247 ONE: 


STILL;I CAN'T 
HELP Вит WORRY 4 
MORE ABOUT BUT HOW CAN A WARM 
MARIANNE ‘ р AN? LOVING, BUT POWERLESS, 
VISION ! / GIRL HARM Ам ەرت‎ 
7 MAN > 


KNOW MY FELLOW RIGHT! МЕ 
AVENGERS ARE OWT HAVE BEEN 
OF TOWN FOR THE 


ВЕ 
ATTACKED 


I'LL PONDER OF MORE РИСТЕ, 
THAT POSSIBI CONCERN 16 THAT 
LATER, SUSPECTED SUMMONS 
መ FROM OUR MANSION. Z MARIANNE WAS 


SSS 


TIN-MAN, THE 
MAME \S-- 


OF 0040 OF YOUR 
FELLOW AVENGERS--! 


IF $0, YOU'LL 
و ,ښک‎ ВЕ STOPPED 
BY МУ ሻረ ጋም 


HE ISN'T ДИМ! 
) HE DEFLECTS 
چ‎ МУ RAYS-- 3888 


RENDERED 
POWERLESS 
BY THE MLITANT 
MANIC ”“ 2 
RETURN WITH 
MY #4 
POWERS * 


ኝ ACCURACY OF | 
MAWKEVE 
STUNS YOU-- 


Аш WELL 
АКО 60022, 
AVAPTOID-- ДА 


--ВИТ ОМЕ 

OF THE MOST N 
2. WELL ال‎ 
a ‘AVENGERS-- 
ME ጋሪም“ 
—!$ A HUNK OF 
SMASHING METAL 


THEY CALL... 


T WROTE THE 
ሪ225 АРАРТО.- 
AND ТУЕ PLENTY 
MORE CHAPTERS 
TO DISH OUT! d 


-- А TOO-HUWAN 
TRAIT CALLED 
PRICE! 


I SHALL 
ANSWER 


Your 
QUESTIONS-- 


PECULIAR 
FLAN 


YOLI'LL HAVE TO РО 
BETTER THAN РУДА 
ANPROIP! 


LIKE 
CHOOSING AN 
ARROW THAT ISN'T 
COMPLETELY 
MAN LESS 7 


GOT ዝጋ АРАТ YES, МУ СИУ” 
МУ HELMET... PROGRAMMED 
FEELING [ወ THAT 
7 С OF 2@>=-- 


нета. 
LITERALLY FORCES 
МЕ TO... LAUGH 


nss BLACKNESS... 
Аш... BLACK, 


ENOUGH 
SPEAKING 
ТО UNHEEDING 
— -- 


ном MEANING ~ 
LESS YOUR 


QUESTIONS 
BECOME -- WHEN 
YOU ARE NOT 
CONSCIOUS 

TO HEAR 


ANSWERS 


SECURITY, т 

ABSORBED’ NOT 

ONLY AVENGER- 
POWERS 


SUCH 
Желе уг» 16 
ONLY PROPER TO ONE 
WHOSE FUNCTION 16 ТО 7 


,, GRAVITY... 
EQUALS МА66,, 
TIMES 


1” ACCELERATION... 


„А... “у - 
SWIFT... 
FALLING... 


) уе ۰. 
Onli Фот то 79 
#2272 ሪሪፖ- 2 jJ 


MY SELF-CONTAINED 
OXYGEN ሪሪቱ/ፖ- 
REVIVED МЕ-- Ко: AN 57 
| 5 TURN AROLIND, ВИРРУ-- 
IT'S TIME FOR 
VENGEANCE! 


THIS TIME, 

т SHALL 

CRUSH YOLI 
1 PERSONALLY! 


You WILL 
RECALL L SAID 
I POSSESS THE 
POWERS OF FOUR 
AVENGERS -- ВИТ 


መ ده‎ as 
ОМ ћ 
UP THERE 2 ` // | | . THREE! 


ምሄ ADDED ТО GOLIATH'S 
STRENGTH/ * 
1 2 


1 


WITNESS NOW THE 
FLYING PROWESS 
OF THE FEMALE 
CALLED THE 
WASP-- 


SOMETHINGS ዳ Ё you ESCAPE МУ --BUT EVENTUALLY | 
И GRASP; КОМ МАМ-- YOU SHALL 22426 -- 
I KNOW МОТ /ОИУ/-- AND РИ 


COULDN'T 
DODGE THAT 


ARROW-- 
SNORTED МУ 
CIRCUITS --! 


Е DOESN'T 
REALIZE HIS OWN 
STRENGTHS 
HE'S CRUSHING 


/МЕ--ІІКЕ AN 
EMPTY TIN CAN! 


"TRICKS -- OR W T 
FEAR ያ 


YES, CLAIRE-- 


-- AT TIMES TURNING 
DAYPREAMS INTO 
АЛИЯ. A 


14 


YOU'VE 
BEEN MOST 
AIND ТО МЕ, | 

CLAIRE-- 


BELONG 


IF Т MAY SAY 


/ МУ мне PLAYS. 
STRANGE 2/7465 


BUT IF You 
DON'T МУАМЕР“ | 
፲ '2 LIKE ТО FACE 
MY THOUGHTS... 

ALONE! 


ቐ CERTAINLY, 
MES 
RODGERS! 


-- LEP PER HOGAN! 
TONY'S TOLD ME SO 
жас” ABOUT YOULL, 


THAT ТОМУ, 7 
ANA WAS 


uc : 
FLATTERER!*, 


BUT |F LOOKS COULD TALK, THEY'D "TONY 78 SUCH A COMPLEX 

SAY KIND WORDS HAVE BEEN FAR МАМ, PEPPER... : 

FROM У 2 2% EARS! WHAT'S ا‎ ¬¬¬" = -.: LIVES ٢ 
THE TROUBLE? \ 7° 


МО 4026562 --706 
INCERT TY: 


"YET IN ዶ/ Ë 


"BUT SINCE HIS CONFIPANT 
KEVIN O BRIEN FIED AS 
THE СРЕЛИ РМ... 


'...2£ VE BEEN LIKE 
СЕ 70 HiM-- 
TO KEEP THE 
SHATTERED 
መ 


CES y 
TOGETHER | 


AND YOU FEEL you 
SHOULD, JOIN НІМ? 
THEN 60, GIRL: 


T HAVE THIS.. BUT HOW CAN 
«ድና መወ NE ነ አ ቁሽ 
Ar ne ке OC dave ተለ OR 

MANSION--! DOOM нм? 


LIKE A MASSIVE “ССР 
HE RETURNS -- (RON FIST 
SMASHING SYNTHETIC 
7755 (ЛЕ -- 


ፖ: 


WHILE HE'S LOS 
ім 406 7-- 
Т УЕ BARELY TIME 

— "ጋ ቋጋፎምዖ 


6 BOTHERING 
HIM- AND MUSCLES ӨЖС” BENEATH 
THAT'S JUST STEEL-STRENGTH ARMOR... SLOWLY, 
FEET FORCE THEIR WAY UPWARD.. » 


IN А РАКОХКГМ OF POWER = ~ АМОР 


| THEN, FOOT- JETS ROAR -- EXPLODING | ЧЕ 
IRON MAN BREAKS FREE! | 


И НАР 


МАУВЕ-- 
IF Т INCITE 
HIM, I САМ 
EIND OUT! 


HERE Т. ДМ, 
BIG MAN-- 


< НЕ D/D MES- 
BUT HIS ARROW- 
ARSENAL 16 MORE 
POWERFUL THAN | 
Т EXPECTED: ) 


THE STRAIN CAPTAIN AMERICA’S T BELIEVE, HOWEVER, 
ON My NEW 3 TAKING т HAVE ПОКИИ, 
CIRCUITS 15 У ALAOST ALL مج‎ 4 


IRON MAN FELL 
| A LIFELESS 


CONFIRM --OR 
FUN ME таа 
MY VICTORY! 
HOW CAN THIS تی‎ THE ANPROID'S 50 AGAIN, HE 
HE CATCHES ME WEAKENED -- J -- 
GNAWARE-- 7 ЗЕ SINKING FAST! 
BUT HE STILL 
CLINGS TO THE Д 
477: Е: 


oS AND HES 
ARE МУ RESERVES. < PROGRAMMED 
72 7744 


МОИМ, (Е IRON MAN FALLS, 
CAPTAIN AMERICA [5 SURELY 
РООМЕР 


EITHER Т BURY -- OR BOTH 
THE АРАРТОР CAP AND I ARE 
PEAD! 


GRASPS MEIN 
a 


WHY CANNOT Т 


NO! IT IS MY ARTIFICIAL SS 
GENES -~ CHURNING ° 
IN LINCONTROLLABLE 

EVOLUTION E 


NOR 15 HE MINDFUL 
OF THE PATES 
BLENDING ROUND 
ABOUT ЖМ... 


OMLY OWE 
THOUGHT REMAINS: Й 
99 SECONDS! 


MARIANNE... I 27 
..1 MU 


“жауу” 
4 MODERN 
LINGLIST'S 
HIELO -DA 


... CONNOTING THE EFFECT 
OF PHYSICAL GRAVITY 
UPON LESS SUBSTANTIAL 
MENTAL PROCESSES... 


EXAMPLE! NOTE 
THE ABSOLUTE 


> 
«ВЕРИМ THEM! 


HE CAN'T 

WAL ټک‎ I'VE 
GOT то CARRY 
HIM INSIDE 
AVENGERS 
MANSION! 


I'VE NEVER 
BEEN WRONG 


THE LATA 1 FORESAW 

FOR TONY=- THE DEATH 

WHICH Z WILL САЦФЕ-- 
IT MUST ВЕ МЕЧА 


му 9۳ 
IT SPOKE 
TO ME-- 


—LIKE SOME 
FUTURISTIC 
"ር. ረረ ቁ 
AFTER OUR 


MARIANNE... J 


тм... Y 
تتا‎ 


Са 


SH 
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Dear Bullpen, 

Well, welcome back, Iron Man! 

For month after month you've been 1054 in utter 
despair and mediocracy, bad plotting, blatant dialogue, 
and ridiculous characterizations. Under Archie Goodwin, 
you were alive and exciting; but after he left, 1200 Man, 
you were on a straight downhill path — guided by the not- 
so-experienced Allyn Brodsky and then (sigh) Gerry Con- 
мау. 

But, with issue #46, you suddenly regain a brilliance 
and quality I've missed in your strip ever since the days 
of Stan Lee/Gene Colan (now, those were the days!). 
“Menace At Large’ was indeed one of the most enjoy 
able graphic experiences in IRON MAN to see print in a 
long time. 

First off, cover by Gil Kane, whose beautiful,dynamic 
scenes have been gracing many Marvel covers as of late. 
This was as eye~pleasing as the rest; Kane's Hogarth ~ 
like anatomy structure and brilliant angular design con 
cepts start the magazine off with a unique excitement. 

Artwise, George Tuska should not be underrated. His 
panels may lack the force of Kirby, the craftsmanship of 
Adams, the design of Toth, et al.,yet he is still one of the 
forerunners in telling the graphic story. Tuska’s style is 
clear and easy. His figures are well constructed, his page 
designs solidly built, and his sense of cinema is increas. 
ingly attractive. IRON MAN is his strip and he does it well; 
| wish more fans would recognize this man's talent. And 
John Verpoorten can be a good inker (depending on the 
penciller—him inking Adams оп the INHUMANS back а 
couple of months ago was disastrous) — with Tuska the 
team works pretty well. 

Regardless of art, it is the writer that has to be the 
dominant force behind IRON MAN as far as quality 
goes. Tony Stark is a tricky character to handle—he 
needs a writer with a strong imagination and sense of 
characterization to handle things smoothly. That's why 
the book suffered before, and why this latest issue was 
surprisingly better —the appearance of Gary Friedrich 
Gary can turn out some bad stuff (a couple of CAPTAIN 
AMERICAS come to mind) . . . but balances out with good 
material, as evident this issue. He had a strong plot to 
start out with, and excellent breakdowns by Tuska to 
build around, Gary avoided wordy captions 800 00 
dialogue (put to use by Conway) — т fact, Mr. Friedrich, 
you gleamed with a very special articulation and original 
ity. 

Story situations very well handled. The rebellious 
youths were not given the role of heroes for once! (Not 
that | mind having all us “freaky rebels” given the role 
of heroes — just for the sake of reality in relevance, I'm 
happy to see muddy greys rather than distinct black and 
white.) Simon Gilbert was played nicely, too; he's the 
kind of villain you can hate, yet almost (shudder) identify 
with, due to his not-so-inhuman power lust. The climax 
of the issue came as a very exciting/tragic surprise: 
Kevin O'Brien, only months ago a loyal true-blue sup- 
porting character, now the protaganist...and dead at 
the hands of Iron Man. Very well done. 

Best news of all came in the letter column: Roy 
Thomas takes over the writing chores next issue. Terrific, 
just terrific! There's a writer that knows how to handle а 
strip. The Thomas/Tuska team promises to be good! 

So...welcome back, iron Man—to the heights you 


deserve! Stay here awhile, huh? 
Walt Jaschek, 2351 Dotley Avenue 
Jennings, Missouri 63136 
He sure will, Walt! The developments in Iron Man, 
Tony Stark and Marianne Rodgers last issue and in this 
one are carrying on the quality you want, we trust, 
Though another Friedrich is handling the scripts now, 
ol’ reliable George Tuska is continuing with the art, 
abetted by Vince Colletta’s unique brush. And the best 

is yet to come! 


Dear Stan, Gary, George, and John, 

| Crom! IRON MAN #46 had a wonderful cover. И 
almost made up for the lousy insides. George Tuska can 
do better than this, if he is inked by the one inker who 
can make his work look good — Johnny Craig. | haven't 
seen any credits featuring the talented Mr. Craig’s name 
recently. Like, where is he? 

1 hate to criticize Gary Friedrich after he has returned 
to Marvel. Also | hate to criticize him after he has had to 
fill in on a story at the last minute. Stiil, Mr. Friedrich, 
the story stunk. 

Tony Stark's supporting characters have an amazing 
capacity for being hurt more than any other Marvel 
characters. Kevin O'Brien and Janice Cord were killed. 
Happy Hogan, Jasper Sitwell, and Pepper Potts were all 
seriously (and, as thought then, fatally) hurt. Kevin's 
death seemed to serve no purpose on the plot. Не was a 
good character and the conflict between the mentally 
unbalanced Kevin and Stark could have been drawn out 
into a major battle a la the Namor/Tiger Shark Ба ез. 

| direct your attention to page 9, panel 5. There Stark 
says to Marianne, who knows һе із Iron Man, “And while 
I'm feeling that way — I'd better get to the action below 
—as Iron Mant” Unfortunately, struggling among the 
wreckage in the background, is Simon Gilbert, Chairman 
of the Board. By the signs of movement, | would say he 
is conscious and has heard Stark's statement. There- 
fore, Мг. Gilbert knows who Iron Man really is. Yet, on 
page 21, this same Mr. Gilbert acknowledges Stark and 
Iron Man as two different entities. How аге you going to 
get out of this, Stan? 

1 look forward to greater grandeur with the assignment 
of Roy Thomas to the Golden Avenger’s mag and its 
going monthly again. But, though Mr. Thomas writes 
beautifully, | would rather see him on another mag,and 
see instead Archie Goodwin take over,so that he can 
pilot one of Marvel's ex-best heroes to the heights that 
Mr. Goodwin has piloted it to before. 

David McDonnell, 1207 Colony Court, #327 
Lebanon, PA 17042 

We hope we have gone forward to the “grandeur” you 
wish on Shell-Head’s strip (though if you check out Wait 
Jaschek’s missive just below, you'll see he likes just 
what we'd been doing!). You'll note, though, that Roy 
Thomas had just enough time on his ever-increasing 
work-schedule to do just one special issue. And while 
Shazam-nominee Archie Goodwin has finally seen the 
light (after the beacon we've been blasting his way!) 
and consented to do more work for us, we've decided to 
[61 the reins lay in the lap of Mike Friedrich. But either 
way, how can you /0567 

As for the late Simon Gilbert, the question of his 
knowledge of Tony's double-identity is a moot one now, 
but just to keep ай the strings tied, we believe that there 
was enough distance between Tony and Gilbert at the 
time to prevent the shaken-up Board Chairman from 
hearing all Tony said. Okay? 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


(Real Frantic Опе)—А buyer of at least 3 Marvel 
mags а month 
(Titanic True Believer 
No-Prize’ winner 
(Quite "мин Sayer A fortunate 
who's had a letter printed 


R.F.O. 
T.T.B. 
Q.N.S. 


А divinely-inspired 


frantic one 


Keeper Of the Flame) — One who recruits а 
newcomer to Marvel's rollickin’ ranks 
(Permanent Marvelite Maximus) —Anyone pos 

+ sessing all four of the other titles. 
Fearless Front-Face Ап honorary 
stowed for devotion to Marvel above and ٥ 
the сай! of duty 


КОЈЕ. 
РММ 
БЕРК 


title be 
а 


